Unequal Weights Are Still An Abomination

Mic 6:9-15 The voice of the LORD cries to the city —  and it is sound wisdom to fear your name: "Hear of the rod and of him who appointed it! 10 Can I forget any longer the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is accursed? 11 Shall I acquit the man with wicked scales and with a bag of deceitful weights? 12 Your rich men are full of violence; your inhabitants speak lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 13 Therefore I strike you with a grievous blow, making you desolate because of your sins. 14 You shall eat, but not be satisfied, and there shall be hunger within you; you shall put away, but not preserve, and what you preserve I will give to the sword. 15 You shall sow, but not reap; you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil; you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine. ESV

Prov 20:10 Unequal weights and unequal measures are both alike an abomination to the LORD. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

It’s a keyword throughout scripture that many never key into.  If you are reading the KJV, ESV, NKJV or other more literal translations then the word is translated as “abomination.”  In the NIV and other more idiomatic translations it is something like “detestable sin.”  Either way that phrase highlights and illuminates sins that are so against the character of the Almighty that they will never be acceptable to God – no matter what the era or plan of salvation of a particular time.  The root word translated as “abomination” means, “something that is hated greatly and particularly disgusting.”  An abomination to God, then, is something that God hates greatly and is loathsome to the Almighty.  From Genesis to Revelation, God has not changed in these areas of scriptural instruction.  John wrote about that blessed city – the one that you want to show up to one day with streets of gold and gates of pearl – and said:

Rev 21:27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. ESV

Nobody who continues in performing detestable acts – commits abominations in other translations, the text uses that key word – will enter into that city.  And so we can know that what was detestable to God in Abraham’s day is still detestable to God today.  What was an abomination to God in Moses’ law is still an abomination today and always will be.  Those who continue in doing such things will not inherit the kingdom of God!  

Now, we could go anywhere from here because there are quite a few abominations or detestable sins listed throughout scripture.  And any of them could be the rightful subject of a message that we need to hear.  The abominations against God:  gossip, homosexuality, unisex clothing, human sacrifice, backbiting – I could go on and on – are still very much to be pushed away from the true Christian believer today.  But I would like to draw your attention to one that we don’t dwell on very often and one that we forget about although there are quite a few scriptures about it.  What we forget about is that unequal weights are still an abomination against God.  Unequal weights.  Listen to some of the words of God to His people:

Lev 19:35-37 "You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of length or weight or quantity. 36 You shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 37 And you shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am the LORD." ESV

Moses then reiterated this principle:

Deut 25:13-16 "You shall not have in your bag two kinds of weights, a large and a small. 14 You shall not have in your house two kinds of measures, a large and a small. 15 A full and fair weight you shall have, a full and fair measure you shall have, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 16 For all who do such things, all who act dishonestly, are an abomination to the LORD your God. ESV

And then finally we read in our text in the book of Proverbs that:

Prov 20:10 Unequal weights and unequal measures are both alike an abomination to the LORD. ESV

Let’s take a moment to understand and grasp what God was addressing in their ancient culture back then.  We live in a society where it costs more than one cent to make a penny and so there is actually more money in the government’s making of that coin than it is actually physically worth.  It used not to be so.  Pull a quarter out of your pocket and you will see that it has ridges around the outer perimeter.  This is because once it was made out of real silver which is a precious metal and people would take a sharp knife and cut small slivers from around the coin and keep them and then use the coin at its full face value and after their little shavings pile grew to a point, they would melt it down and sell it as refined silver and through dishonest means get a little extra money.  The ridges were placed on the more valuable coins so that you could immediately see if someone had been trying to shave a bit.  Coins that had been shaved did not measure up to their full value in silver content – and as such were an unequal weight.

In Biblical days, if you were a farmer and were selling corn or wheat or barley or such, the worth would be determined by using a balance scale.  You would go to someone in the marketplace and on one side metal weights would be placed on the scale and the product would be slowly added to the other side until they evened out.  He would then pay you accordingly to the amount it weighed.  Weights were the core of the commerce system in Biblical times and unscrupulous and dishonest merchants often had two sets of weights in their bags.  One set that they used in buying product and one set that they used in selling their products.  The weights looked to the naked eye to be identical but if you would have placed them against each other on the scales, you would have immediately known that something was awry.  Because one weighed slightly more than the other and yet purported to be the same measurement.  When buying grain, the merchant would use his heavy weights so that he got slightly more product for his money.  When selling it, he would use the slightly less heavy set of weights which meant that he was giving a little bit less product for his money.  Over the long haul of several months, unjust weights would yield a significant increase in his revenue.  It was dishonest, but greed often drove merchants to use them.  Unequal weights and measures.       

_______________________________________________________________________

Times have changed; commerce has changed; the marketplace works differently now, but God’s principles have not changed.  To this practice of unequal weights and measures, God thundered to through the prophets and branded them as abominations against His holy nature.  God hated it so much that He had it recorded for eternity within His never changing Word.  And despite knowing that cultures would change and the common balance scale would go the way of the horse and buggy, God yet felt like you and I needed to know that unequal weights are still an abomination before God.  He still hates such practices.  It is still a sin.  It is still detestable in His sight.  It still will not enter heaven.  Let’s talk about what God is trying to tell us by recording such things for us:  

We must be truthful and honest in our day to day lives.

It’s not through scales and such but the attitude of greed and deceitfulness that God denounced back then is still prevalent today.  It must not be found among our personal decisions.  At work, maybe there is something that everybody knows is wrong but everybody does it because it helps yield a bit more favorable results.  Salesmen neglect to tell you completely of the detriment of something in the contract.  Managers lie without lying by leading people to believe something that is false and purposefully letting them operate under that false assumption to cover themselves.  Bending the rules slightly this way could make things a bit easier on you.  You really didn’t study for that test so you just make a small cheat sheet or write the formula on your hand between your fingers.  Or you lie and say that you are sick so that you can have more time to study.  Or you say you have read something when you really haven’t in order to get the better grade.  Lying, deceitfulness, dishonesty, untruthfulness are the modern day equivalents of plying an unequal weight and might I remind you that unequal weights are still an abomination to God!  

You might get slightly more favorable results in the short term, but you are selling your soul, your holiness, and your conscience in the meantime!  Holiness does have outward tenants, but it is not outward only.  You can be dressed modestly and cheat or be dishonest and have God hate your lifestyle.  And Jesus said what is done in secret will be shouted from the rooftops – what you are doing “behind the scenes” will come out into the light one day, God will make sure of it.  And when it comes out will what has been done in secret glorify God or destroy your witness?  Unequal weights are still an abomination!  That also means:  

We must be consistent in how we live our lives!

Our text said that both unequal weights and unequal measures are an abomination alike to God.  Let me talk to you about your measures.  How do you measure out and dole out things?  Are you consistent?  Do you treat the people whose personality is at odds with yours with the same love and patience as the people whom you naturally jive with?  Are you quick to defend all people who are being unfairly spoken of or just those who are in your little posse of close friends?  Do you scream and holler and pitch a fit when your family member is poor and lacking and yet walk by the man on the street because they are not kin to you?  Do you give everyone the same chances and opportunity for your acceptance and blessing or only those who look like, act like, talk like, and are like, you!?  Do you love your enemies as well as your friends and pray for their well being too – are you consistent in your prayers for others?  Talking about unequal measures are akin to unequal weights and both alike are abominations to God – even in today’s times!  

Consistency is the opposite of unequal weights and measures.  We must hold ourselves to the same standard that we hold others to.  Do you preach to others about something that really secretly you struggle with yourselves?  Do you live what you preach and preach what you live?  Or are you like Judas Iscariot and noticing other’s shortcomings because you personally have a problem with the same things that you are criticizing!?  Jesus told us:

Matt 7:3-5 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. ESV

Don’t preach to someone else and try to do spiritual surgery on them if you’ve got the same problem!  You’d better learn to worry about and criticize your own selves and stop worrying so much about others!  Because trying to get the speck out of others when you’ve got the log in your eye will cause them to lose their spiritual vision!  You’ll kill them!  

I mark some people because the way that they use their mouth tells us much about them.  Listen to people who are always criticizing other people and pointing out other’s faults.  To listen to some of them is to realize that they can no way live up to the standard that they set for other people because if they did I would certainly be seeing more fruit in their lives.  If God were to place your standard for others on one side of the scale and place the level that you live up to on the other, would the two balance?  Do you live up to personally what you demand of others to live up to?  Hey parents – do you hold your children to the fire that you set under other people with your mouth?  When nobody’s around do you live by what you preach when everybody’s around?  To hold everybody else to something that you don’t live up to yourself is an unequal weight and measure and might I remind you that unequal weights are still an abomination to God!  You may never wear the other gender’s clothing and never commit adultery and never offer human sacrifice and never sink to prostitution and never bow before and idol but if you are holding with your mouth everybody else to a standard that you don’t live yourself, you are committing a detestable sin that is just as serious to God as all of those others!  Hear the preachers of old:  unequal weights are still an abomination!  

_______________________________________________________________________

Listen to another proverb about weights and measures:

Prov 16:11 A just balance and scales are the LORD's; all the weights in the bag are his work. ESV

This scripture doesn’t make much sense until you learn that the standard weights by which all others were judged were kept by Israel in the temple of Jehovah God.  If someone was suspected of having unequal weights, the authorities would take his bag to the temple and at the house of God a scale would be pulled out and that merchant’s weights would be weighed against God’s weights.  God’s weights and measures were the standard by which all others were judged.  If you didn’t measure up to His weights, then you were off!  

This was important because, say, someone influential had a false weight, and everybody just measured themselves up to them – it wouldn’t be too long before the whole country would have been using false weights.  It is the same today, you must not measure your life against other people because they may be a false weight.  I’ve heard preachers say, “well, I’m preaching the same thing that they preach and they are a mighty man of God.” Or about some very influential and well-known person “they preach or do this, so this must be right.”  Wait a minute!  We measure up not according to how we compare to others but how we compare to God’s weights!  Instead of matching what other people are doing, why don’t you measure up to God’s Word?  God’s weights and measures are still the standard by which all will be judged!  

How do you measure up compared to the standard of God’s written Word?  That is the measuring stick, today.  The story is of Belshazzar, the wicked grandson of the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar.  He decided to throw a great feast and to use the sacred and holy vessels that had been taken from Jehovah’s temple in Jerusalem.  While this vile and evil feast was going on, the hand of God appeared and wrote words on the wall.  The Bible says that his knees began to knock and his grandmother told him that “there’s one man in this land that can tell you what that means – the prophet of Jehovah God, Daniel.”  When Daniel was sent for, he read the words to the king and interpreted them to him:

Dan 5:23-28 but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not honored. 24 "Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 25 And this is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 27 TEKEL, you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting; 28 PERES, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians."  ESV

“Belshazzar, you had every opportunity to learn of Jehovah God and to serve Him because of the work that God did in your grandfather and predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar.  But you rejected Him and so now the Almighty has rejected you.  You have been weighed in the balances and found lacking.  Your life, Belshazar, is an unequal weight and the result will be judgment.”  

This tells us something.  God has a huge scale somewhere and one side is big enough to hold a person’s life decisions and on the other side is His Word.  False weights are an abomination, so how does your life measure up?  I’m not talking about the past life that you once lived, but the life that you are living now.  Does it measure up to the Word of God?  Does it fulfill all of the commandments?  How do you compare when you stop worrying about everybody else and measure yourself versus God’s standard, the Bible?  Do you measure up?  Is there a balance in that what is found in your life is just reproducing what is written over here?  Is your life a living representation of the written Word?  Or are would be like Belshazzar and be severely found wanting?  Would the word over us be “equal” or Tekel?  Are our lives unequal weights when judged against God’s Word?  

How about your relationships?  How do they measure up?  Are you seeking after, longing after, succumbing to being unequally yoked together with unbelievers?  Are you dreaming about and attracted to worldly people or Godly people?  What about your dreams?  Do they measure up?  I’ve got to move on, but how do you compare to God’s standard!?  How about your entertainment choices?  How about your habits when nobody is looking?  How about your goals for your future?  How do they compare on the scale against God’s Word and God’s will for your life?  How does your kingdom compare against God’s kingdom?  Unequal weights are still an abomination!  

_______________________________________________________________________   

We could go on and on along this vein, but you apply it your life.  We must be balanced – that does not mean that we make friends or permit a little sin in our lives, but rather that we balance ourselves against God’s Word.  We need to be spiritually minded but practically of earthly good.  Faith without action is dead.  Prayer about something without obedience is an unequal weight.  So is praying for the lost without ever reaching out for them and going to them with the wonderful message of this gospel.  So is praising God in good times and not in bad times.  We must cleanse ourselves from unequal weights and we must be balanced.  

But let us turn and consider why unequal weights and measures are an abomination unto God.  We understand now what is meant, but let us seek deeper – to understand why!  The reason that unequal weights and measures are an abomination is because such things are so unlike God.  God is a fair judge in all that He does.  He weighs things our fairly in life.  As Abraham said, “will not the judge of all the earth do right?”  

Let me help some of you out because you don’t believe that.  You don’t believe that God is fair.  And that is because you are listening to the wrong voices and looking at the short-term to define God’s working your life.  Jesus told us:

John 5:39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, ESV

The scriptures “bear witness about me.”  “Which scriptures, Jesus?”  All of them.  The Old Testament and the New Testament teach us about Christ.  The Law and the Acts of the Apostles.  All of them and that means that the text in Proverbs about unequal weights and measures being an abomination to God teaches us about Christ, because Jesus Christ is a fair God and He always treats and doles out fairly.  

Listen to this preacher:  if you receive in this life much hardship or what seems more than your fair share of calamity and hurt, then understand that the end has not yet come and that God cannot lie therefore it will be balanced out in eternity.  If you look around – as some of you do – and you cry, “unfair” because it seems as if the hand that has been given you is lacking compared to what others received, then you need to remember that unequal weights and measures are an abomination unto God.  Don’t let the temporal fool you – in the end the judge of all the earth will do right and things will end up balanced!  

This is a positive message!  If you’ve got an abundance of heartache and pain and suffering and sacrifice in your past, then keep living for God because you are destined for a wonderful future!  Because in the end, all will be equal!  God will dole out accordingly and not one person will be able to stand before God and say “the bad days outweighed the good days!”  God always makes sure that the Jobs are doubly blessed in the end!  The Father of creation that causes the rain to fall on the just and the unjust – the righteous and the unrighteous – will never deal with a sleight hand!  Because to Him, unequal weights and unequal measures are detestable and loathsome!  He will have nothing to do with it – therefore you can rest assured that in the end, everything will measure up!  

Hang in there baby!  You ought to be able to praise God in any circumstance because the storm won’t last forever!  In the beginning, God divided the light from the darkness and the light He called the day and the darkness He called the night.  Right now in the summer, there is more light than darkness in a twenty-four hour period, but in the winter there will be more darkness than light in the same time frame.  But over history, there has been exactly the same amount of light as there has been darkness.  In the long run, everything has balanced out.  I know what some of you are thinking – you’re thinking about that day where God obeyed the faith of Joshua and caused the sun to stay up for some extra time.  Well, fast forward to Calvary and you’ll find that God turned the lights out in the middle of the day to make up for it.  That’s because God deals with a balanced hand.  He doesn’t use unequal weights or measures!  Give Him time and you’ll find out that everything will balance out!  Hell and the lake of fire is described as “everlasting darkness” in scripture but the New Jerusalem and the New Earth will need no sun because it will never be dark there and the Son will be the light!  Even in eternity, things will balance out!  

What are you trying to say, preacher?  You may be in what you think is the darkest and longest night, but for the Word’s sake don’t hang your head down and give up because you will smile again!  Because I’ve got a Word from God for you that was spoken in the beginning and is still very much in effect – your night won’t last for forever!  It will give way to morning light!  And in the end, it will very much balance out!  Because to our God unequal weights and measures are detestable and still very much an abomination, even in heaven!  He will make it right in the end!  Hold on!  It will all balance one day!  And if you are in the darkest ordeal, that just means that you are being set up for a great blessing soon to come!  You need to realize that it’s something to shout over!  Unequal weights are still an abomination!  Hallelujah! 

_______________________________________________________________________

Unequal weights are detestable and God doesn’t hold you to a Word or commandment that He, Himself, does not follow and obey.  Therefore God always makes sure that the scales balance out in the end.  I wish someone would get this revelation and use it to your advantage today.  Watch what I mean.  

When you give in abundance and beyond what you are required, you create an imbalance in the spirit world.  Tithing is what is required, offerings are what you give beyond that.  And I’m not speaking of just money, but of time and of effort.  We live in a world that wants to know the minimum that they are required to do to get to heaven.  Such an attitude hurts the church, but it hurts the individual far worse, because such an attitude keeps a principle of blessing from being enacted in their life.

The Bible does teach us a minimum to live by.  There is a minimum height in the things of God that is required to get to eternal life.  One of the speakers at camp used a story that I thought held a great truth.  He told about a man flying an airplane and the ride was bumpy and to top it off there was a huge rat that came out of the back and was coming towards him.  The pilot pulled back on the stick, put on his oxygen mask and headed to higher elevation, and at the higher levels, not only was the ride in the jet stream much smoother, but the rat – who didn’t have an oxygen mask – died.  The moral of the story is that there is a minimum level to living for God but to stay there is a bumpy ride and you’ve got to deal with a lot of rats – things that you’d rather not.  If you get past the minimum and climb to a higher altitude, the rats die off and the ride smoothes out and a temporary down current doesn’t knock you out of the journey!    

And just doing the minimum takes the abundant blessings of God out of your life.  Because when you give beyond the normal.  When you sacrifice beyond what is just minimally required.  When you give God more than just what is standard.  There is an imbalance on the scales of your spiritual life created.  God has done this for you and this over here is the natural response.  But when you give more, the scales begin to tilt and God begins to take notice because God will have no part of unequal measures and so He says, “I’ve got to bless them with even more to make up for the sacrifice in their life.  I’m not talking about earning your salvation.  I’m not talking about salvation at all – I’m talking about receiving blessings in this life while you are on the road to salvation!  Our other text in Micah showed how that God responds to unequal weights and measures and sinfulness in this area:

Mic 6:9-15 The voice of the LORD cries to the city —  and it is sound wisdom to fear your name: "Hear of the rod and of him who appointed it! 10 Can I forget any longer the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is accursed? 11 Shall I acquit the man with wicked scales and with a bag of deceitful weights? 12 Your rich men are full of violence; your inhabitants speak lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 13 Therefore I strike you with a grievous blow, making you desolate because of your sins. 14 You shall eat, but not be satisfied, and there shall be hunger within you; you shall put away, but not preserve, and what you preserve I will give to the sword. 15 You shall sow, but not reap; you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil; you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine. ESV

What God was saying was in effect, “I will balance out the scales.”  You’ve been cheating my people and making a little extra that was not fair, so I will make sure that what normally should have come out of your efforts will not come to make up for that extra you stole.  Your olive trees won’t yield the oil that you seek as normal, because I will balance everything out.  

That is true in the negative sense, but it is also true in the opposite, positive sense!  If I will be honest and give more effort to His Word and give more sacrifice and more effort and give more offering, then it temporarily tilts the scale to my side, but God will make sure that it is balanced because God will step in and begin to bless you to even it out!  Such is the way things weigh out!  Somebody get this revelation and use it to bring about blessing in your life.  Create an imbalance so that God will step in and right it in such a way that you will be blessed!  

Some of you are struggling with witnessing to people because it seems that the majority of people are not responding as they should.  We should first take stock of our motives and our methods and make sure that they are being used of God and not abusive.  If you are witnessing to someone to say that you won them to God, you’ll never win them, but if you have a genuine burden for their soul, they will be able to tell the difference.  We need to present the truth with love and grace and seasoned.  But at the same time don’t think that your efforts are in vain because God always evens the score.  If your efforts are not yielding results, God will cause the results to come from somewhere else.  Because God will not allow an unequal weight in His kingdom.    

At Calvary, there were two sinners crucified with our Lord, two thieves; one on each side!  Both of them rejected Him at first; both of them ranted and raved and both of them cursed Him to His face!  Both blamed Him for their troubles.  Both treated our precious Savior with contempt and shameful behavior.  There on Golgotha hung an unbalanced scale of witnessing.  But Jesus turns the lights out and talks to one and before long, the one unreached is balanced out by the one who was reached.  

It is true that Jesus will always be in the middle!  And so if you feel that the last hundred times that you have talked to someone about your faith has resulted in a failure, then understand that the scale is tipped and an unequal weight is being presented before your God.  It will only be a matter of time that He will bring hungry souls to us in proportion to what you failed at.  The scales will balance out.  It may be that God does that so that we don’t get the glory, but He does, but we shouldn’t stop our efforts to win the lost because God moves in the vacuum of our efforts.  

And so the key to revival is found in this simple proverb.  The key to revival and of a great harvest and of a greater move of God is to begin to tip the scales in such a way that God has to take notice because He always will!  Begin to pray more than you always have and with more sincerity and more faith and you must reap more than you have because God will balance it out!  Begin reaching further than you’ve reached and God will respond!  

Unequal weights and measures are still an abomination to God.  Let us first apply it to our everyday lives in a negative sense to make sure that we measure up to His Word and that we hold ourselves to the standards that we set for others.  To be honest in our day-to-day dealings because someone is watching us.  But let us also realize that God obeys His own word and let us sacrifice and give to create unbalance to which it is only a matter of time that heaven responds!  Unequal weights and measures are still and abomination to God!  Hallelujah!                        

